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It is with profound sadness that the Ethiopian Human Rights Council (EHRCO)
received the news about the tragic plane attacks on the World Trade Centre in 
New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D. C. on 11 September 2001.
Many lives and property have been lost as a result of these violent actions. 

Being an organisation committed to the peaceful struggle for the protection
and respect of human rights, EHRCO has been opposed to the use of any
form of violence as a means of attaining one's goals. Now and in the future,
EHRCO will continue to oppose violence against fellow human beings. In its
13th Special Report issued on 2 May 1997, EHRCO had expressed its
concern regarding the ever-increasing frequency of violent actions in different
parts of Ethiopia. As violent actions destroy the lives and property of otherwise 
innocent and peaceful people, EHRCO had appealed to those responsible to
stop their terrorist actions. 

The increasing frequency of terrorist actions and vindictive retaliations in
different countries of the world have not only failed to solve the problems that 
caused them, but also destroyed the lives of thousands of innocent and
peaceful people as well as property whose monetary value is difficult to
assess. Now again, the violent attacks of 11 September 2001 on the two cities 
of the United States of America are feared to have destroyed thousands of
lives and property worth billions of dollars in addition to causing untold grief
around the world. EHRCO condemns these reckless attacks and appeals to all
peace-loving peoples and governments of the world to help bring those
responsible to justice. 

Violence can only breed violence unless the victims can muster the courage
and will power to break the vicious cycle. Consequently, EHRCO appeals to 
parties involved in such conflicts to refrain from further acts of brutal violence
that cannot undo but further compound the human tragedy that has already
occurred. 

EHRCO would like to express its condolences to the families and friends of the
victims as well as the people of the Unites States of America for the 
destructions caused by the cruel plane attacks of 11 September 2001. EHRCO
wishes them all the strength and patience necessary to heal from the
unfortunate consequences of this tragedy. 
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